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Treaty of 1919. Even in France this impression led a number
of people in May 1924 to sign a protest against what was alleged
to be the ill-treatment in Polish prisons of persons belonging
to the National Minorities and other political prisoners. On May
24 the Polish Legation in Paris published a communique: "Certain
Paris papers have published a protest against a so-called 'White
Terror' which reigns in the prisons of Poland. The Legation is
authorized by the Polish Government to deny in the most formal
manner this assertion which is destitute of any foundation."
FAVOURABLE LANGUAGE LAWS FOR NATIONAL MINORITIES
In the party warfare of Poland it was the Left which had taken
the side of the National Minorities; the Right thought it had
good reason to suspect their loyalty to the State. But the Constitu-
tion had given them fullness of citizenship, and Grabski introduced
and carried three Laws dealing with the subject, the Seym passing
them on July 10,1924. They established the use, along with Polish,
of the White Russian, Ukrainian and Lithuanian languages in
the regions where these languages were spoken, in the administra-
tion, schools and courts. Instruction in a Minority tongue was
also legalized in private schools; further, it was provided that in
areas where the non-Polish minority amounted to twenty-five
per cent of the population instruction might be given in White
Russian, Ukrainian or Lithuanian, as the case might be, if the
parents of forty children desired it. Arrangements were envisaged
by which these Minority languages would have a fair share in the
higher schools and educational institutions of the country.
BORDER AFFRAYS
In mid-May 1924 men armed with rifles and grenades attacked
and plundered a village near Vilna, two policemen being killed
and several people severely wounded; another band attacked a
farm a few miles away,killedthe proprietor, and pillaged the place.
These bands were believed to come from Lithuania, and the
outrages they had committed led the Polish Government to rein-
force the frontier guards with troops in the region of Vilna,
Biafystok and Novogrodek. A more serious affair occurred early